
 
 

 

 

 

Pine Tree Legal Assistance 
 

 

Host Site 
Bangor, ME 

Dylan Maeby: DMaeby@ptla.org 

 

Project Subject 
Outreach on the Medical/Legal Partnership for Veterans 

 

Experience/Description 
Pine Tree Legal Assistance (PTLA) is Maine’s oldest and largest statewide civil legal aid provider. 

PTLA has six offices throughout the state that provide free civil legal assistance. Housed within PTLA 

is a unit dedicated solely to serving Maine’s veteran population statewide. This unit runs a 

medical/legal partnership (MLP) with Veterans Affairs, operating a twice-weekly clinic at the only VA 

hospital in the state. PTLA seeks a Rural Summer Legal Corps fellow to help reach the many veterans 

in Maine who live hours from the only VA hospital in the state. These veterans seek health care at 

the VA Community Based Outpatient Centers (CBOC), where staff are less likely to identify veterans 

needing legal assistance and refer them to the MLP. With the help of a Rural Summer Legal Corps 

fellow, PTLA has the potential to reach these locations and provide training to medical providers and 

meet face-to-face with veterans in need of legal aid.  In addition to the primary services offered by 

PTLA (e.g., housing and public benefits), the law student will also focus on veteran-specific issues 

such as VA benefits and discharge upgrades. 

   

The law student’s time will consist of a combination of outreach and education to CBOC staff, 1-on-1 

interactions with rural veteran clients, legal research and writing, and observing/participating in 

court proceedings. Specifically, the student will be asked, in collaboration with PTLA staff, to develop 

MLP rural best practices, create and present trainings on a number of different legal areas to VA 

providers with the goal of helping VA providers issue-spot and refer to the MLP.  Once a referral is 

made, the student may be asked to meet with the veteran to conduct an intake interview, and any 

necessary follow up meetings.   Finally, the law student will work with a PTLA attorney to help resolve 

the legal issue the veteran is facing.   

 

Program-Specific Qualifications 
N/A 
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